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What is COPAG’s Charge?

• Science
• future great observatories (c.f. Astro 2020 decadal survey)
• Science gaps & precursor science

• Technology
• Astrophysics technology gaps
• Biennial Technology Report 

• People
• State of the profession
• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

The COPAG serves as a community-based, interdisciplinary forum for soliciting and coordinating 
community analysis and input in support of Cosmic Origin objectives and of their implications 
for architecture planning and activity prioritization and for future exploration. It provides 
findings of analyses to the NASA Astrophysics Division Director.



Jan’ 23 - Oct ‘25

Feb’ 24 - Jan ‘27

Apr’ 22 - Oct ‘24

Sabrina, Vice Chair

Rana Varsha

SanchRachalShouleh, Chair Steve Hsiao-Wen Enrique

Nov ‘20 - Oct ‘25

Member Term Institution
Shouleh Nikzad (Chair) April 2022–October 2024 Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Stephan McCandliss November 2018–October 2024 Johns Hopkins University
Hsiao-Wen Chen April 2022–October 2024 University of Chicago
Enrique Lopez Rodriguez April 2022–October 2024 Stanford University
Sabrina Stierwalt, Vice Chair November 2020–October 2025 Occidental College
Rachael Beaton January 2023–October 2025 Space Telescope Science Institute
Sanchayeeta Borthakur January 2023–October 2025 Arizona State University
Rana Ezzeddine February 2024–January 2027 University of Florida
Varsha Kulkarni February 2024–January 2027 University of South Carolina

COSMIC ORIGINS Program Analysis Group EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Membership as of February 2024



Program Support Manager: Stephanie Clark

COR Chief Scientist: Peter Kurczynski

COR Deputy CS: Swara Ravindranath 

Program Scientist: Patricia Knezek

COSMIC ORIGINS Program Analysis Group EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Ex Officio Members and Liaisons 



Galaxies SIG

Stars SIG
UV/Visible STIG

IR STIG

AGN SIG

Cosmic Ecosystem SIG

New !

Shobita Rachal

Benne

Hsiao-Wen Erika
Steve Jason

Jake

COSMIC ORIGINS Program Analysis Group
Science Interest Groups and Science and Technology Interest Groups

Roberta

Aaron



COPAG Strategic Plan



2024 Winter AAS 
▪ Splinter sessions planned
▪ Joint PAG participation—Proposed a new format to/with other PAG 

Chairs to potentially to have more community engagement
▪ Cross PAG short presentations
▪ Panel with APD Director and PAG EC Chairs
▪ Open Q&A

▪ Participating in the booths to engage the community

Community Townhall 
• Planning a virtual Town Hall to share information with and hear from 

the community

Workshops
Working on a series of Cross PAG Workshop toward working with 
astrophysics community toward HWO 

Community Engagement Activities Ongoing and in Planning



When: Late Spring
Where: JPL, Pasadena
Who: You

Announcing Upcoming UV Science and 
Spectroscopy Workshop

More information Coming soon!



How can I get involved?
• Visit the Cosmic Origins website

https://cor.gsfc.nasa.gov
https://cor.gsfc.nasa.gov/copag/

• Join the Cosmic Origins email distribution list
COR-News-join@lists.nasa.gov with Subject="join" 

• Join a Science Interest Group
https://cor.gsfc.nasa.gov/sigs/sigs.php'

https://cor.gsfc.nasa.gov

https://cor.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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